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in their hamlets, but during summer the water in these often dries
up. At times these are filled up with flood water and the water
becomes dirty and undrinkable. Many villages in the eastern
parts of the U.P. have common wells from which members of all
castes may draw water. In such places, a depressed class man
cannot draw water when a high caste man is doing so or wants
to do so. The result is that the depressed class people have to
wait for a long time, especially during summer, before their turn
comes to draw water. But villages where there are no separate
wells for these people and where high castes would not allow
them to use their wells also exist. Under such circumstances,
the depressed class people have to wait near the well till some
one takes pity on them and fills their lotas with water, or else
they give something to the Kahar and entrust him with the task
of filling their vessels with water. For this service the jhinwar
gets, in some parts of the Punjab, one maund of food grains, per
family per annum. In the hills, the high caste people would not
let these people use the same springs that they themselves use.
In some areas of Western U.P., the Chamars and Dhobis are
allowed to use wells of the high caste people provided they use
metal utensils for drawing water. But this concession is not ex-
tended to the Bhangis. In some towns the high castes object to
the Bhangis using the public taps. Sometimes the Bhangis get
separate water taps in their mohallas (quarters) on giving an
undertaking not to use the common taps. Such cases are rare,
however. Generally speaking, the only difficulty that these
people experience in cities is that the water taps provided by
the municipality are usually at a considerable distance from
their 'mohallas.

No legislative or administrative action can restore to the de-
pressed class people the right to use public wells. This disability
of theirs springs from their abject dependence on the land-
owning high castes. Concerted pressure is often brought to bear
on them to dissuade them from exercising their right. The
Zamindar may refuse to employ them ; the Bania may refuse to
sell them provisions ; the Zamindar may let loose cattle on their
crops destroying them ; and if that does not suffice, the dwellings
of such obdurate people may also be demolished. The depressed
^classes have neither money nor influence to assert their rights.